
The station was donated to Colorado State University by Nel Hydrogen, based on the efforts 
of the Colorado Hydrogen Network and assistance from NREL.
The station provides hydrogen at both 700 bar pressure for cars, meeting J2601 
specifications and 350 bar pressure for trucks and busses.
Hydrogen is generated by using renewable electricity to split water molecules into hydrogen 
and oxygen with a device called an electrolyzer.  This can be performed at the point of use –
as in this hydrogen fuel station.
Colorado has low electric rates available which enables selling hydrogen at around the same 
cost per mile as premium gasoline.

Colorado’s First Hydrogen Fuel Station

Colorado’s First Hydrogen Station being 
delivered to the Colorado State University 
(CSU) Powerhouse in Fort Collins on Sept 29th

2020. The entire modular fuel station is 
contained in two 20-foot cargo containers. 
The station will be re-assembled and 
operated by the CSU Energy Institute.

How the hydrogen fuel station 
looked before being disassembled 
and shipped to Colorado.

For Fuel Cell EV’s



Deploying 5 Additional Hydrogen Fuel Stations

The Stalemate

- How can users buy a fuel cell vehicles without hydrogen stations?

- Why invest in hydrogen fuel stations if there are no fuel cell vehicles?

The Solution

The Colorado Hydrogen Network seeks to solve this stalemate by bringing together investors and 

commercial hydrogen users simultaneously to deploy hydrogen fuel stations.

Why commercial users?
Greater hydrogen sales than passenger cars which provide immediate revenue.

The stations will also fuel passenger Fuel Cell EV’s.
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To Establish the Market

CHN will bring together
Investors &

Hydrogen Users
To deploy fuel stations

Why Hydrogen?
It’s now clear that to stop climate change, we need to convert all transportation to renewable 

energy.  But to entice ALL users to convert, we need to offer alternative vehicles which can 

provide the same performance and convenience.  Fuel cell vehicles can offer the same fast 

refueling, range, convenience and user experience as petroleum vehicles.



Founders and Leadership

Brian DeBruine Director of Operations 
Systems Engineer and Business Development Manager (retired) after 
36 years with Honeywell Aerospace where he led engineering teams 
and numerous new business pursuits. Brian has a Bachelors of 
Electrical Engineering degree from the University of Colorado.

Frans Westenbrink Director of Strategy and Partnerships
VP and General manager (retired) after 29 years with Woodward Inc. 
Frans started his engineering career in Europe, coming to the US in 
1999. He has depth of knowledge with large engines, microgrids, 
energy storage and non-carbon fuels.

Dr. Bryan Willson, Technology Officer
Professor of mechanical engineering at Colorado State University in 
Fort Collins and the Executive Director of the Energy Institute at 
Colorado State University, and the Bryan Willson Presidential Chair.

CHN works in collaboration with the Colorado Energy Office, CDOT, DoE, Clean Cities, 
NREL, and the Colorado Division of Oil & Public Safety.

Colorado Hydrogen Network is a non-profit, 501(c)(6) organization working to deploy 
hydrogen infrastructure to decarbonize the energy sector – especially transportation.

The Colorado Hydrogen Network is an initiative of the Colorado Cleantech Industries 
Association (CCIA).
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For further information contact Brian DeBruine at brian.debruine@gmail.com


